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Interview with Guest Author 
Laura McGee Kvasnosky 

On March 23rd the author and illustrator LAURA 
MCGEE KVASNOSKY spent a day with the Highland 
Terrace Elementary students! Two fourth graders 
from Mrs. Donovan's class Molly Dorgan and Caroline 
Gugger interviewed her.  

Q: What did you do before you started writing? A: 
I was a writer for my dad's newspaper and sharpened 
pencils for him every day after school. I did every job 
you could do for a newspaper even delivering. The 
most important job is raising my kids and a family. 

Q: How did you come up with the names Zelda 
and Ivy? A: Zelda is named after Zelda Fitzgerald  
who is the wife of Scott Fitzgerald, a famous 
American writer. I chose Ivy because I think it is the 
sweetest name ever and I think Ivy's character 
needed a sweet name. 

Q: Are you writing a book right now? A: I have 
been working on a Historical novel about the Great 
Depression for almost ten years. It is a novel for 
mostly fifth graders. I'm going to try to finish that. 

Q: How do you come up with the simple problems 
you have in your stories? A: I think most of my 
problems are from my own life problems. I get lots  

Q: What inspired you to write Zelda and Ivy?  
A: I wanted to tell the story from my life and 
experience. A lot of my problems come from what I 
did with my family when I was little. 

Q: How do you make your pictures, the way you 
do? A: I try to vary the point of view. I try to really 
show the expressions on their faces and the setting.  

Q: Was your childhood like Zelda and Ivy's?  
A: It was because I was a little sister like Ivy and a big 
sister like Zelda. 

Q: What was your favorite book from your 
childhood? A: Nancy and Plum 

Q: Who helps you write your books? A: I get lots of 
support from my family and I have three great 

helpers, my publisher, that help me go through the 
process. 

Q: Which of your characters would you most like 
to invite to dinner? A: Eugene, because he's a love 
sick fox. 

Q: Which of your books was the easiest to write? 
A: The first Zelda and Ivy book. 

Q: What would your ideal career be if you couldn't 
be an author? A: Either a music teacher because I 
love to sing! Or a librarian because I love to be 
around books! 

Q: If you could start your career as an author all 
over again, what would you do differently? A: My 
life is already so wonderful, so I would not change a 
thing. 

Q: Why did you choose foxes as your main 
characters? A: I love the color red and it looks cool in 
paint and foxes are easier to draw than people. 

Q: Do you like cucumber sandwiches? A: No! They 
are disgusting and slimy! 

 

Author, Laura Kvasnosky, visits HT (picture from Frank Kleyn) 

- Caroline Gugger & Molly Dorgan 

  

http://www.lmkbooks.com/
http://www.lmkbooks.com/
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Aladdin Jr. 
Aladdin opens at Highland Terrace on April 19th and 
will be performed for the school on the morning of 
April 20th. I had the chance to interview our Aladdin 
for our play, aka Stefan Mueller. 

Samantha: What made you try out for Aladdin?  
Stefan: I think it's fun and it's my first time in a play 

Samantha: How many practices do you have?  
Stefan: We have  practices every Tuesday and 
Thursday since January 4 

Samantha: Do you sing a lot in general?  
Stefan: I sing just in two songs and other than that it's 
just acting 

Samantha: Do you get nervous on stage?   
Stefan: I'm not very comfortable on stage 

Samantha: What's your favorite part of the play?   
Stefan: My favorite part is when I get thrown in the 
dungeon - Cave of Wonders {the play is a little 
different than the movie} 

I think that Stefan will do well because he has had 
lots of practice.  

EVERYONE CAN'T WAIT FOR THE PLAY!!!!!!!! 

- Samantha Lee 
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Salmon 

 

SCIENTIFIC NAME: Oncorhynchus kisutch, from the 
Greek roots onkos (hook), rynchos (nose) and 
kisutch, the common name in Siberia and Alaska. 

COMMON NAMES: Silver salmon, hook nose 
salmon, blueback salmon, jack salmon, salmon trout, 
siverside salmon and white salmon. 

DESCRIPTION: The Coho salmon is bluish-black 
with silver sides in saltwater; black spots on the back 
and upper part of the caudal fin. Smaller and slimmer 
than the chinook salmon; the inside of the mouth is 
gray or black with white gums. Coho salmon reach up 
to 38.5 inches in length and weigh up to 31 pounds; 
although they usually weigh between 6 to 12 pounds. 

LIFE CYCLE: Spawning occurs from November to 
January, with the eggs hatching the following spring. 
Coho fry remain in streams for over a year. Moving 
seaward the following spring, most cohos return to 
spawn when they are three years old. The mature 
male fish which return after two years are known as 
"jacks" and in Oregon and Washington, the 
abundance of "jacks" are used to predict the next 
year's three year old return. 

HABITAT AND ECOLOGY: Coho salmon utilize 
freshwater, near shore and offshore environments 
during its lifecycles. Coho salmon spawn in the same 
environment as Chinook salmon; however, Coho 
prefer lower stream velocity, shallower water and 
smaller gravel. Most Coho fry stay in the stream for 
over a year feeding on aquatic insects, zooplankton 
and small fish. Adequate stream cover is important to 
fry survival, as is high dissolved oxygen levels. 

Mortality is especially high during freshwater life 
stages, often a result of poor forest and agricultural 
management practices that lead to siltation, which 
may ruin spawning beds or smother the eggs. 
Migrating Coho salmon also face physical obstacles 
and high water temperatures resulting from dams, 
inadequate water flows due to diversions for irrigation 
and impoundment of water for power generation. 
Once reaching the estuaries, Coho salmon fall prey to 
a number of other species and may be impacted by 
human changes, such as shoreline development, 
residential drainage and the filling of marine wetlands. 
The time spent in this habitat is critical to the 
development of the species and their ability to survive 
in the offshore environment. 

RANGE: Coho salmon spawn in coastal streams from 
Northern Japan to the Anadyr River in Siberia and 
from Monterey Bay in California and Point Hope in 
Alaska. This species can also be found in the ocean 
from Baja, California, to the Bering Sea in Alaska. 
Major U.S. spawning grounds are in Alaska, 
Washington and Oregon. 

We got this information from, a web site on Salmon. 

 

- Samantha Rand & Zoe Bartsch 

http://www.psmfc.org/habitat/edu_coho_facts.html
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